Alaina Tepper
ISTC 789 Portfolio Reflection 2.2
Standard: 2.2 Instructional Strategies. Candidates use a variety of instructional strategies and technologies to ensure that learners have multiple opportunities to inquire, include, collaborate, curate, explore, and engage in their learning.
Artifact Descriptions
[bookmark: _Hlk107315337][bookmark: _Hlk105172064][bookmark: _Hlk105170584]	ISTC 653 The Organization of Knowledge Pathfinder – This artifact is a pathfinder slide presentation used to assist students in answering the question “why do people participate in government?” The pathfinder has many resources for students to use in their research including digital, print, and community resources. Third grade students in MCPS are the target audience for the pathfinder. The pathfinder presentation was designed to be interactive through Nearpod, which gives students multiple modes of response throughout. Students will ask questions and use research strategies while using the pathfinder as well as create a final product after use.
	ISTC 541 Foundations in Instructional Technology Tech Exploratorium – This artifact is an interactive Pear Deck presentation on the use and benefits of Pear Deck as an educational tool. Pear Deck is a tool that helps make interactive presentations with numerous options for types of response or interaction. The presentation also includes possible drawbacks of using this tool as well as ways to implement this tool in the classroom formally and informally. There are examples of how Pear Deck looks on a slide, interactive check-ins for audience understanding, as well as videos showing each of the views of Pear Deck for different users. 
Relevance
	ISTC 653 The Organization of Knowledge Pathfinder – This pathfinder is made interactive using Nearpod and has multiple other digital resources linked throughout. Students may use this linked technology to find materials of many types to research and explore possible answers to the question posed. The Nearpod has multiple informal check-in slides to gauge student understanding and engagement. The students must decide what sources are relevant to curate knowledge before completing their final product. The final product allows for students to choose from either digital options or a paper and pencil option, encouraging student choice and engagement.
	ISTC 541 Foundations in Instructional Technology Tech Exploratorium – Pear Deck is a very helpful educational tool, which this presentation introduces users to. In order to create the presentation, I had to become an expert on the tool and how students can engage with it. Through this demonstration the multiple ways students can demonstrate understanding through Pear Deck are shown, from asking and answering questions on text response slides to exploring websites linked in such as Padlet for collaboration. The presentation itself has multiple opportunities for the audience to share understanding in various ways, and the videos support the use of text throughout.
Analysis
	ISTC 653 The Organization of Knowledge Pathfinder – I have not implemented this artifact yet in a classroom or media center, but I have used many of the tools with my third-grade students. Nearpod has multiple interactive features, and I have made use of some for students to engage, explore and curate in this pathfinder. Students typically get very engaged in using Nearpod to answer questions and investigate resources but can easily get off task with the online format. In the future I might implement this resource with a co-teacher so that we can give students on task reminders. I do not feel as though this resource makes the best use of Nearpod for inquiring and collaborating, and will in the future use the collaborate board feature for students to share ideas and questions as they work.
	ISTC 541 Foundations in Instructional Technology Tech Exploratorium – I have shared this presentation with my coworkers in an informal way as well as engaged with the tool of Pear Deck with students in my classroom regularly. My coworkers found the presentation to be a very helpful introduction to the tool and shared that they liked the interactivity but would have liked if the videos had more text with them as visual directions as well. Through my use of the tool Pear Deck, I have found it very helpful for giving students multiple opportunities and modes to share understanding. I have struggled to have students collaborate through Pear Deck as it does not have any built-in collaborative features, but as stated earlier you can link a padlet site in through the website slide option. It is not the most efficient use of the tool but it allows for students to collaborate somewhat.
