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Banned Books: Neverwhere
	Neverwhere, by author Neil Gaiman, was first published in 1996 following the release of the six-episode television series of the same name with the same general plot. Of its creation, Gaiman says “… I wanted to talk about the people who fall through the cracks, to talk about the dispossessed – using the mirror of fantasy, which can sometimes show us things we have seen so many times that we never see them at all – for the very first time,” (Gaiman, 2015). The book was challenged in 2013 by parent Nancy Willmott in Alamogordo, New Mexico. Willmott cited sexual content that was inappropriate for high school students in her complaint, despite the book’s use in the school’s required reading list dating back to 2004.
The Challenge
[bookmark: _Hlk64991510]	The parent involved in the challenge cited a section of the text that contains sexual content. According to the National Coalition Against Censorship (NCAC), the parent “took exception to language and what she called ‘sexual innuendo’ in the book, claiming that ‘This is rated R material, and [her daughter] cannot get into a rated R movie,’” (NCAC, 2020). Neverwhere was pulled from English classrooms while still being available in the school library while the school district created a review committee and completed the review process for the book, according to the School Library Journal (Peterson, 2013).
	While the book was still in the review process, Gaiman and the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund (CBLDF) spoke out in support of continuing to include Neverwhere in the school’s required reading list. CBLDF wrote in their letter of support, “[t]he language and situations in this work, as in any text under study, must be seen in the context of the entire work. The ethical and literary value of a work is distorted if one focuses only on particular words, passages, or segments. An author’s broad moral vision, total treatment of theme, and commitment to realistic portrayal of characters and dialogue are ignored when protesters focus only on aspects that are offensive to them,” (Gomez, 2013).
[bookmark: _Hlk64992576]	In the end, the review committee agreed with Gaiman and the CBLDF, finding the book to be suitable for continued use. District spokesman Doyle Styling stated “It did go through a review process and it was found to be educationally suitable, balanced, and age-appropriate for high school students,” (Peterson, 2013). Vicki Bertolino, the librarian at Alamogordo High School, agrees with the committee’s decision, sharing “It was only that one small little part and they took it out of context. Parents have the right to their opinion but the mother had a choice. Everybody has a choice to read and see what they want,” (NCAC, 2020). The book was reinstated in the high school’s English classes.
The Merit of the Challenge
	I wholeheartedly agree with the review committee’s decision that the book is suitable for use in high school settings.  The sexual content is found in a single scene of a book, the complainant did not consider the context of the book as a whole when raising their concern. As well, the inclusion of the sexual content is to strikingly drive home the larger message, that some people, such as people who have fallen on hard times, are seen as invisible to society. Mardis states that during the selection process, books should “[b]e selected for their strengths, rather than rejected for their weaknesses,” and that “[o]verall content quality and accuracy” should be considered as opposed to focusing in on singular scenes. (Mardis, 2016). If this book were to be removed from the collection due to the sexual content, it would be going against the selection process laid out in this textbook. As such, I believe Neverwhere should continue to be included on Alamogordo High School’s required reading lists.
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