Alaina Tepper Materials Evaluation		1

Materials Evaluation Form 1

Resource: 
___x_ Book/ ebook				 _____Movie				
	___x_Children’s Book                         	 _____Audio Recording                     
	____ Fiction 				 _____Game		
	____ Non-Fiction 	                        	 _____Digital Resource			
____ Periodical                                                      _____Information Database                                    
            ____Newspaper                                          _____Website                                              
            ____Magazine                                    	_____Other              
	 
Title of Resource: Your Name is a Song

Author/Publisher/Date: Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow, Innovation Press, 2020
	Questions for Evaluating Resources 
	 Yes
	No
	Notes/Comments

	Authority
	
	
	

	Is the resource from a credible source/author/publisher/producer? What are their qualifications to create this resource?  
	x
	
	Thompkins-Bigelow is both an educator and a praised writer of children’s books. She writes about Black Muslim girls and is a Black Muslim woman herself.

	Appropriateness of Content for Users
	
	
	

	Is the content appropriate for students’ learning needs and reading level?  (Including social and emotional development of the intended audience?)
	x
	
	This picture book is mostly focused on a lesson of acceptance, focusing on how names are important, and all names are beautiful. This book is for children pre-school level and up and is appropriate as a read aloud for the young ones or an independent reader for older children.

	What is the reading level for this source? 
	x
	
	Pre-school through 2nd grade.

	Does the resource provide alternatives for visual/auditory information? (Could everyone access this resource with assistive technology or other needed equipment?) 
	
	x
	As of now there is not a braille version or an audio book version of the text. It could be used as a digital version with a screen reader perhaps.

	Scope and Value to the Collection
	
	
	

	Does this resource address an instructional objective? Identify.
	x
	
	It addresses the foundational skill of breaking down words into phonemes by breaking apart the names into the sounds that make them.

	Does this resource address any personal interests of the community? Identify.
	x
	
	It addresses the acceptance and value of people and names from many cultures.

	Authenticity
	
	
	

	Is the content up-to-date? 
	x
	
	The book was published in 2020 with current common names from many languages.

	Is the content valid and reliable?
	x
	
	Yes, the author seems to have done much research on the names (and their origins) included in this book.

	Is the content culturally accurate? 
	x
	
	The author includes common pronunciations and definitions of names form many cultures, and notes that while those are the common pronunciations, they are not the only pronunciations.

	Treatment
	
	
	

	Do the characters reflect the diversity in the community? Are there main characters who are diverse? Does it give them an opportunity to learn about others?
	x
	
	Yes, the main character is a Black Muslim girl who is learning about her name and names from many other cultures represented in the community.

	Is the resource free of bias and stereotyping?
	x
	
	The author presents a variety of names from multiple cultures, each represented favorably and thought to be beautiful by the characters.

	Are the graphics, color, and/or sound appropriate and well-integrated? 
	x
	
	The text and illustrations go together nicely, no graphics distract from the experience of reading the book. The text is well integrated into the illustrations, fitting nicely into blocks of color or the backgrounds.

	Are there any physical limitations for all of the different types of learners processing the information?
	x
	
	This book does not have an audiobook format and includes many different pronunciations and spellings, making it a tricky book for an auditory learner or someone with impaired vision.

	Arrangement and Organization
	
	
	

	Is the resource presented clearly and developed logically?
	x
	
	Yes, the story and illustrations follow a logical pattern and conclusion and highlighting important moments.

	Is information easy to read/locate? 
	x
	
	Yes, even with all the illustrations the text is easy to read in a large sans-serif font.

	Durability 
	
	
	

	Will the resource hold up to continuous use? 
	x
	
	It is a sturdy hardcover picture book with a book jacket and thick pages that will stand up to the test of time

	What is the quality of this resource? 
(Is it likely the information will become outdated quickly?) 
	
	x
	The central message is universal and timeless, however common names in cultures tend to change in each generation.

	Other
	
	
	

	Are there any concerns that arise for this resource? (Restrictions of any kind?) 
	
	
	The restrictions I see for this text are restrictions of format. The book does not come in any alternate versions other than an eBook, making it not very accessible to people who have sight impairments, or are part of the hard of hearing and deaf community.

	What is the cost of this resource?
	x
	
	$16.99

	Is this resource available through interlibrary loan? 
	x
	
	It is available both as a physical book and as an eBook.

	Has the resource won any awards? 
	x
	
	Time Magazine 10 Best YA and Children Books of 2020

Black Caucus of the American Library Association Best of the Best 2020 Booklist

2021 Donna Norvell Book Award Nominee

Kirkus Reviews Best Picture Books of 2020

And More!

	Has the resource received a favorable review from two professional selection sources? If so, identify these review sources.
	x
	
	School Library Journal
Horn Book Magazine

	What features are included in the resource? (Check all that apply) 
____Table of Contents 
__x__Glossary 
____Charts 
__x__Web Links/References 
__x__Illustrations/Graphics 
____Timelines
____Index
____Sources (References, Works Cited, Bibliography)
	There are illustrations throughout the book that help tell the story. There is a glossary of the names included in the book, their common pronunciations, and their common meanings as well as a web link to a video of the author pronouncing the names.







Materials Evaluation Form 2

Resource: 
___x_ Book/ ebook				 _____Movie				
	____Children’s Book                         	 _____Audio Recording                     
	__x__ Fiction 				 _____Game		
	____ Non-Fiction 	                        	 _____Digital Resource			
____ Periodical                                                      _____Information Database                                    
            ____Newspaper                                          _____Website                                              
            ____Magazine                                    	_____Other              
	 
Title of Resource: The Graveyard Book

Author/Publisher/Date: Neil Gaiman, HarperCollins, 2008
	Questions for Evaluating Resources 
	 Yes
	No
	Notes/Comments

	Authority
	
	
	

	Is the resource from a credible source/author/publisher/producer? What are their qualifications to create this resource?  
	x
	
	Neil Gaiman has written many critically acclaimed fiction books for children, young adults, and adults. He has also written many critically acclaimed comic books and has received numerous international awards.

	Appropriateness of Content for Users
	
	
	

	Is the content appropriate for students’ learning needs and reading level?  (Including social and emotional development of the intended audience?)
	x
	
	Yes, the text deals with some difficult themes but in a middle grade child appropriate way and the language is within their vocabulary range.

	What is the reading level for this source? 
	x
	
	Middle Grade

	Does the resource provide alternatives for visual/auditory information? (Could everyone access this resource with assistive technology or other needed equipment?) 
	x
	
	Yes, the book is available in audiobook format as well as in a braille format. There are also videos available of the author reading the book aloud by chapter.

	Scope and Value to the Collection
	
	
	

	Does this resource address an instructional objective? Identify.
	x
	
	This book can be used to practice the skill of sequencing events in a story and finding the theme of a story.

	Does this resource address any personal interests of the community? Identify.
	x
	
	This story deals with loss and loneliness and growing up in unusual circumstances, experiences that can be difficult for everyone and are worked through in the book.

	Authenticity
	
	
	

	Is the content up-to-date? 
	x
	
	Yes, the themes of loss and loneliness are still up to date and many of the experiences the characters have are still relevant, although I’m not sure how many people are doing grave rubbings these days.

	Is the content valid and reliable?
	x
	
	Yes, the information is valid and reliable throughout. While mostly fictional information, the parts drawn from folklore match with the common understandings of the original folklore. 

	Is the content culturally accurate? 
	x
	
	While not the most diverse book, the content is culturally accurate for the mainly English characters.

	Treatment
	
	
	

	Do the characters reflect the diversity in the community? Are there main characters who are diverse? Does it give them an opportunity to learn about others?
	
	x
	The characters are almost entirely from England and races are not mentioned, there is not much if any multicultural inclusion.

	Is the resource free of bias and stereotyping?
	
	x
	Neil Gaiman is from England and the main characters are from England as well, showing a bias towards English people.

	Are the graphics, color, and/or sound appropriate and well-integrated? 
	x
	
	In my copy, the illustrations are in black and white and placed in only a few particular locations in the book to highlight important events but not distract from the story.

	Are there any physical limitations for all of the different types of learners processing the information?
	
	x
	All types of learners should be able to access this text, either through audio, video, or physically reading through the book.

	Arrangement and Organization
	
	
	

	Is the resource presented clearly and developed logically?
	x
	
	The story follows a logical path from beginning to end with a nice flow between sections and chapters.

	Is information easy to read/locate? 
	x
	
	The text is easy to read in a medium sized serif font without any distractions from the story.

	Durability 
	
	
	

	Will the resource hold up to continuous use? 
	
	x
	My copy is a paperback book with thin pages, although you can buy it as a hardcover book.

	What is the quality of this resource? 
(Is it likely the information will become outdated quickly?) 
	
	x
	It is unlikely that this story will become outdated as it deals with loss and loneliness and growing up in unusual circumstances, experiences that people have every day. 

	Other
	
	
	

	Are there any concerns that arise for this resource? (Restrictions of any kind?) 
	x
	
	Mostly the lack of cultural inclusivity.

	What is the cost of this resource?
	x
	
	$8.99

	Is this resource available through interlibrary loan? 
	x
	
	It is available as a physical book, an ebook, a digital audiobook, and a physical audiobook disc. 

	Has the resource won any awards? 
	x
	
	The Newbery Medal, The Carnegie Medal, The Hugo Award for Best Novel, and more!

	Has the resource received a favorable review from two professional selection sources? If so, identify these review sources.
	x
	
	School Library Journal
Kirkus Reviews

	What features are included in the resource? (Check all that apply) 
___x_Table of Contents 
____Glossary 
____Charts 
____Web Links/References 
_x___Illustrations/Graphics 
____Timelines
____Index
____Sources (References, Works Cited, Bibliography)
	There is a table of contents that lays out the title and page number of each chapter and a few illustrations placed throughout the book to highlight important moments.




Materials Evaluation Form 3

Resource: 
__x__ Book/ ebook				 _____Movie				
	____Children’s Book                         	 _____Audio Recording                     
	____ Fiction 				 _____Game		
	__x__ Non-Fiction 	                        	 _____Digital Resource			
____ Periodical                                                      _____Information Database                                    
            ____Newspaper                                          _____Website                                              
            ____Magazine                                    	_____Other              
	 
Title of Resource: The Complete Story of Sadako Sasaki: and the Thousand Paper Cranes

Author/Publisher/Date: Sue DiCicco and Masahiro Sasaki, Tuttle Publishing, 2020
	Questions for Evaluating Resources 
	 Yes
	No
	Notes/Comments

	Authority
	
	
	

	Is the resource from a credible source/author/publisher/producer? What are their qualifications to create this resource?  
	x
	
	Sue DiCicco is the founder of the Peace Crane Project based on Sadako’s story and Masahiro Sasaki is Sadako’s brother.

	Appropriateness of Content for Users
	
	
	

	Is the content appropriate for students’ learning needs and reading level?  (Including social and emotional development of the intended audience?)
	x
	
	Yes, the book brings up real and difficult themes but in an appropriate way for middle grade learners and helps them understand that sometimes people they know may get sick and pass away.

	What is the reading level for this source? 
	x
	
	Middle grade

	Does the resource provide alternatives for visual/auditory information? (Could everyone access this resource with assistive technology or other needed equipment?) 
	
	x
	There is no audiobook or braille version, although it can be read as a kindle/nook eBook which has a text to speech function and may work with a screen reader.

	Scope and Value to the Collection
	
	
	

	Does this resource address an instructional objective? Identify.
	x
	
	This text could be used to practice sequencing a text and in social studies to discuss the events of Hiroshima.

	Does this resource address any personal interests of the community? Identify.
	x
	
	Sadako’s story inspires others to create and donate to those in need, especially sick children.

	Authenticity
	
	
	

	Is the content up-to-date? 
	x
	
	Yes, the book has the most current understanding of what occurred in Hiroshima and of the legends that inspired Sadako.

	Is the content valid and reliable?
	x
	
	Yes, Sadako’s story is told by someone who knows her story very deeply and someone who was deeply involved in her story.

	Is the content culturally accurate? 
	x
	
	Yes, the author’s took care to accurately represent the cultural events and stories that lead up to Sadako’s death and inspired her to create.

	Treatment
	
	
	

	Do the characters reflect the diversity in the community? Are there main characters who are diverse? Does it give them an opportunity to learn about others?
	x
	
	Yes. The story is an accurate representation of the real life of Sadako, a 12-year-old Japanese girl with Leukemia from the aftereffects of the bomb being dropped in Hiroshima.

	Is the resource free of bias and stereotyping?
	x
	
	Yes, the story accurately portrays the characters and folk story that Sadako is inspired by.

	Are the graphics, color, and/or sound appropriate and well-integrated? 
	x
	
	The graphics work very well with the text, fitting what is happening in the text and not distracting but instead adding to the events.

	Are there any physical limitations for all of the different types of learners processing the information?
	x
	
	It is only available as a physical book or kindle/nook eBook, there is no official audiobook or braille version making it difficult for learners with sight impairments to access.

	Arrangement and Organization
	
	
	

	Is the resource presented clearly and developed logically?
	x
	
	Yes, the book follows a logical path, going through Sadako’s life and flowing between chapters well.

	Is information easy to read/locate? 
	x
	
	Yes, a reader can easily find and read through the information in the text without many distractions.

	Durability 
	
	
	

	Will the resource hold up to continuous use? 
	
	x
	It is only physically available as a paperback text that does not appear to be very sturdy.

	What is the quality of this resource? 
(Is it likely the information will become outdated quickly?) 
	
	x
	It appears to be of good quality information, the themes covered are not ones that will be going away any time soon and origami is still a semi popular art.

	Other
	
	
	

	Are there any concerns that arise for this resource? (Restrictions of any kind?) 
	x
	
	It could be difficult for some children who have experienced loss at a young age to read.

	What is the cost of this resource?
	x
	
	$10.99

	Is this resource available through interlibrary loan? 
	x
	
	Yes, it is available as a physical book

	Has the resource won any awards? 
	x
	
	Middle School Book of the Year—2020 Northern Lights Book Awards

	Has the resource received a favorable review from two professional selection sources? If so, identify these review sources.
	
	x
	School Library Journal
Common Sense Media

	What features are included in the resource? (Check all that apply) 
_x___Table of Contents 
____Glossary 
____Charts 
____Web Links/References 
__x__Illustrations/Graphics 
____Timelines
____Index
____Sources (References, Works Cited, Bibliography)
	There is a table of contents listing each chapter as well as illustrations throughout and a graphic at the end showing how to fold a paper crane.




Materials Evaluation Form 4

Resource: 
____ Book/ ebook				 _____Movie				
	____Children’s Book                         	 _____Audio Recording                     
	____ Fiction 				 _____Game		
	____ Non-Fiction 	                        	 _____Digital Resource			
____ Periodical                                                      ___x__Information Database                                    
            ____Newspaper                                          _____Website                                              
            ____Magazine                                    	_____Other              
	 
Title of Resource: Britannica School

Author/Publisher/Date: Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.  Copyright 2021.
	Questions for Evaluating Resources 
	 Yes
	No
	Notes/Comments

	Authority
	
	
	

	Is the resource from a credible source/author/publisher/producer? What are their qualifications to create this resource?  
	x
	
	Britannica is a known and respected encyclopedia/database website.

	Appropriateness of Content for Users
	
	
	

	Is the content appropriate for students’ learning needs and reading level?  (Including social and emotional development of the intended audience?)
	x
	
	Yes, it can be geared toward elementary, middle, or high school students to find information appropriate to each level of schooling.

	What is the reading level for this source? 
	x
	
	Elementary, middle, or high school

	Does the resource provide alternatives for visual/auditory information? (Could everyone access this resource with assistive technology or other needed equipment?) 
	x
	
	The videos have captions provided and the articles have read aloud options so that all people can access them.

	Scope and Value to the Collection
	
	
	

	Does this resource address an instructional objective? Identify.
	x
	
	It has articles on topics from many subjects including reading, science, social studies, and math.

	Does this resource address any personal interests of the community? Identify.
	x
	
	Learners can use the geographic information to learn more about the area they live in and influential people who lived there.

	Authenticity
	
	
	

	Is the content up-to-date? 
	x
	
	The information and copyright have been updated as recently as this year.

	Is the content valid and reliable?
	x
	
	Yes, Britannica School is sourced from Britannica Encyclopedia, a well-known and trusted source of information.

	Is the content culturally accurate? 
	x
	
	Yes, the information presented is accurate to the many cultures represented in this database.

	Treatment
	
	
	

	Do the characters reflect the diversity in the community? Are there main characters who are diverse? Does it give them an opportunity to learn about others?
	
	x
	There are no characters as this is not a text, but the database does have information on many diverse people and cultures.

	Is the resource free of bias and stereotyping?
	x
	
	Many types of people are represented in the articles, videos, and biographies available.

	Are the graphics, color, and/or sound appropriate and well-integrated? 
	x
	
	The graphics and color are used to show the topics along with text on the page. It does not distract from but instead enhance the learning experience.

	Are there any physical limitations for all of the different types of learners processing the information?
	
	x
	All learners should be able to access the information presented either auditorily or visually.

	Arrangement and Organization
	
	
	

	Is the resource presented clearly and developed logically?
	x
	
	The information is placed in logical groups and it is easy to determine what group the information belongs in. There is a search function as well for anything not easily found.

	Is information easy to read/locate? 
	x
	
	It is easy to locate each section and information within each section as they have labels and images to show what information is presented

	Durability 
	
	
	

	Will the resource hold up to continuous use? 
	x
	
	This database appears to be updated regularly and able to host many users at once.

	What is the quality of this resource? 
(Is it likely the information will become outdated quickly?) 
	
	x
	There is historical as well as current information presented with an unbiased lens so nothing should go out of date.

	Other
	
	
	

	Are there any concerns that arise for this resource? (Restrictions of any kind?) 
	x
	
	The subscription price is quite high, schools with less funding might not be able to afford access.

	What is the cost of this resource?
	x
	
	Britannica School is available for a subscription of $525/year/school. Buyers may receive a discount for purchasing the tool for more than one school or library.

	Is this resource available through interlibrary loan? 
	
	x
	this database is not available through the interlibrary loan.

	Has the resource won any awards? 
	x
	
	ALA: Booklist Editors' Choice: Reference Sources 2012
AEP Golden Lamp 2013
AEP Distinguished Achievement Award 2013

	Has the resource received a favorable review from two professional selection sources? If so, identify these review sources.
	
	x
	School Library Journal


	What features are included in the resource? (Check all that apply) 
____Table of Contents 
____Glossary 
_x___Charts 
__x__Web Links/References 
__x__Illustrations/Graphics 
____Timelines
____Index
____Sources (References, Works Cited, Bibliography)
	There are charts to compare information, graphics that go along with the text to help struggling readers, and web links to learn more related information.



Materials Evaluation Form 5

Resource: 
____ Book/ ebook				 _____Movie				
	____Children’s Book                         	 _____Audio Recording                     
	____ Fiction 				 _____Game		
	____ Non-Fiction 	                        	 _____Digital Resource			
____ Periodical                                                      _____Information Database                                    
            ____Newspaper                                          ___x__Website                                              
            ____Magazine                                    	_____Other              
	 
Title of Resource: Learning for Justice (Formerly Teaching Tolerance) www.learningforjustice.org

Author/Publisher/Date: Southern Poverty Law Center, copyright 1991-2020
	Questions for Evaluating Resources 
	 Yes
	No
	Notes/Comments

	Authority
	
	
	

	Is the resource from a credible source/author/publisher/producer? What are their qualifications to create this resource?  
	x
	
	Yes, it is overseen by the Southern Poverty Law Center which focuses on justice for all on a larger scale than Learning for Justice.

	Appropriateness of Content for Users
	
	
	

	Is the content appropriate for students’ learning needs and reading level?  (Including social and emotional development of the intended audience?)
	x
	
	Yes, you can search information to use with students by grade level band to find appropriate information for learners of all ages.

	What is the reading level for this source? 
	x
	
	Any! There are texts for learners of all levels.

	Does the resource provide alternatives for visual/auditory information? (Could everyone access this resource with assistive technology or other needed equipment?) 
	
	x
	There is no audio option for the texts provided, although they could most likely be used with screen reader technology. The images provided have additional information that could be used with a screen reader but do not have alternative text.

	Scope and Value to the Collection
	
	
	

	Does this resource address an instructional objective? Identify.
	x
	
	Yes, there is information for objectives of all subjects.

	Does this resource address any personal interests of the community? Identify.
	x
	
	Yes, there is information for social justice learning about identity, diversity, justice, and action.

	Authenticity
	
	
	

	Is the content up-to-date? 
	x
	
	Yes. There are articles put up and updated with each publishing of the magazine, the most recent being the spring 2021 edition

	Is the content valid and reliable?
	x
	
	Yes, the information presented is factual or realistic fiction reliably depicting issues students and educators face.

	Is the content culturally accurate? 
	x
	
	Yes, the content represents people of many cultures and the writers take care to make sure the information is accurate.

	Treatment
	
	
	

	Do the characters reflect the diversity in the community? Are there main characters who are diverse? Does it give them an opportunity to learn about others?
	x
	
	Some of the information for the lessons include realistic or historical fiction about diverse characters learning about the world.

	Is the resource free of bias and stereotyping?
	x
	
	The website focuses on sharing information about people from all walks of life without bias.

	Are the graphics, color, and/or sound appropriate and well-integrated? 
	x
	
	Yes, the graphics work well with the navigation options and text presented. 

	Are there any physical limitations for all of the different types of learners processing the information?
	x
	
	Auditory learners and learners with sight impairments could have difficulty processing the information since there is not an audio option in place of text.

	Arrangement and Organization
	
	
	

	Is the resource presented clearly and developed logically?
	x
	
	Yes, the home page has featured articles, but they can easily be browsed by topic and the information is grouped logically into those topics.

	Is information easy to read/locate? 
	x
	
	Yes, the topics can be easily browsed, or you can find information from the most recent edition easily.

	Durability 
	
	
	

	Will the resource hold up to continuous use? 
	x
	
	Yes, the website appears to be able to host many people regularly and can be used multiple times by anyone.

	What is the quality of this resource? 
(Is it likely the information will become outdated quickly?) 
	x
	
	As the collection of information is updated regularly, it does not seem likely that it will go out of date any time soon.

	Other
	
	
	

	Are there any concerns that arise for this resource? (Restrictions of any kind?) 
	x
	
	Lack of access for people who prefer/need audio in place of text.

	What is the cost of this resource?
	x
	
	Free to sign up!

	Is this resource available through interlibrary loan? 
	
	x
	A 1992 volume of Teaching Tolerance Magazine is available, but the website is not something that is available in the ILL.

	Has the resource won any awards? 
	x
	
	Multiple AAP Revere Awards
Multiple Society of Professional Journalists Awards
And more!

	Has the resource received a favorable review from two professional selection sources? If so, identify these review sources.
	
	x
	Article in School Library Journal about the name change

	What features are included in the resource? (Check all that apply) 
____Table of Contents 
____Glossary 
____Charts 
__x__Web Links/References 
__x__Illustrations/Graphics 
____Timelines
____Index
__x__Sources (References, Works Cited, Bibliography)
	There are images to help illustrate the concepts being read about, web links to related information in many articles, and sources for book excerpts and images used.




