Alaina Tepper
ISTC 789 Portfolio Reflection 1.2
Standard: 1.2 Learner Diversity. Candidates articulate and model cultural competence and respect for inclusiveness, supporting individual and group perspectives.
Artifact Descriptions:
[bookmark: _Hlk105940708][bookmark: _Hlk105172032]	ISTC 651 Information Literacy and Access Unit Plan – This is a library media unit plan to be completed in collaboration with the third grade English Language Arts teachers. The unit plan uses the AGOPPE method to teach students problem-solving research and create a final product. This unit plan is designed around a third grade reading unit on animal adaptations, and involves multiple modes of learning such as visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. Montgomery County Public School (MCPS) students were the intended audience of this plan. The lessons are designed to take place over four weeks or four visits to the media center.
[bookmark: _Hlk105940726][bookmark: _Hlk106137872]	EDUC 717 Children’s Literature and Other Materials for Teaching Reading Top Five Swap and Share – This activity was completed by the students of the EDUC 717 Children’s Literature and Other Materials for Teaching Reading course in Spring 2021. This list is a text set of the top five books I found to be most useful from the swap and share activity. Each book listed includes a synopsis, the literary qualities of the book, and curriculum or reader connections for the book. The books would all be suitable for a kindergarten through fifth grade library and are mostly award-winning books. The books included are Number the Stars by Lois Lowry, ¡Vamos! Let’s Go Eat written and illustrated by Raúl Gonzalez, The One and Only Ivan written by Katherine Applegate, Your Name is a Song written by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow and illustrated by Luisa Uribe, and They all Saw a Cat by Brendan Wenzel.
Relevance:
	ISTC 651 Information Literacy and Access Unit Plan – This unit plan includes materials that are inclusive to all students, no matter their background. Students have choice of material and final product as well, allowing for students to engage with materials that represent them most. Many of the resources used are available in other languages so that all students may engage with the materials regardless of their home language. As the texts are informational texts about animals, there is not much human culture represented, but the texts represent animals and habitats from all over the world. Lastly, the materials all come from reputable sources that lack cultural bias.
[bookmark: _Hlk106137731]	EDUC 717 Children’s Literature and Other Materials for Teaching Reading Top Five Swap and Share – Each of the books in this text set represent different perspectives and backgrounds. From looking at perspective in general in They All Saw a Cat, to explaining that all names are good names and people should respect that in Your Name is a Song, the books represent students of any background. The authors of these books are all from different backgrounds as well, so the representation is genuine. These texts could be used together as a collection on diverse perspectives so that students of any background and reading level can access diverse materials.
Analysis:
	ISTC 651 Information Literacy and Access Unit Plan – While I have not completed this unit plan in a library media format, I have completed an alternate version of this unit in a third-grade English language arts classroom. When this unit was completed in the English language arts classroom, students became very engaged in all the different materials available to them. My class has a high population of students whose home language is not English, and these students enjoyed being able to read or listen to many of the texts in both English and their home languages. In order to make this unit even more culturally responsive in the future, I plan to continue collecting resources from various authors to include. The authors of the current list of materials are not particularly diverse and finding more authors with different perspectives will enhance the unit. 
	EDUC 717 Children’s Literature and Other Materials for Teaching Reading Top Five Swap and Share – Most of the books from this collection are used in my classroom library. My collection is only missing They all Saw a Cat and ¡Vamos! Let’s Go Eat. Students really enjoy engaging in the different perspectives these books have to offer. I have not used this collection as a text set specifically calling out diverse perspectives, but I believe it would beneficial to acknowledge the goals and perspectives of these books. I envision using these books in small reading groups and having the groups present on the central messages and backgrounds represented in these books. 
